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MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
Volume nine , Number th ree  _____________ ______________ February,  1970
Published  q u a r t e r l y  at U85 Congress S t r e e t  
P o r t la n d ,  Maine O h l l l
NEWS OF THE SOCIETY
Sesquicentennia l Observance: The Sesqu icen tenn ia l  i s  upon us 
w ith  s p e c i a l  badges, banners, b o t t l e s ,  and books in the o f f i n g
As Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ’ s c o n tr ib u t ion  to  the one 
hundred f i f t i e t h  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  a t h r e e f o l d  observance has been 
planned.
Maine Becomes a S ta te> by Dr. Ronald F. Banks, A s s is ta n t  
to  the P r e s id e n t ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Maine, Orono, w i l l  be pub­
l i s h e d  f o r  the S oc ie ty  by Wesleyan U n iv e r s i t y  Press in the 
F a l l  o f  t h i s  y ea r .  We are p a r t i c u l a r l y  p leased  to  be ab le  to  
sponsor a t i t l e  so approp r ia te  to  the Sesqu ic en ten n ia l ,  and 
so s i g n i f i c a n t  in i t s  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  Maine h i s t o r y .  R esu l t ­
ing  from Dr. Banks' research  f o r  h is  Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  the 
book o f f e r s  the f i r s t  comprehensive treatment o f  the su b jec t  
and exp lo res  primary manuscript sources n e g le c ted  by e a r l i e r  
authors. C h ro n o lo g i c a l l y ,  the study covers the p e r io d  1785 
to  1820 , or  the f i r s t  o rgan ized  movement f o r  separat ion  
through the achievement o f  s ta tehood. In add i t ion  to  the 
t e x t ,  a hea l thy  p o r t io n  o f  the book i s  devoted to  p e r t in e n t  
documents f o r  the e n t i r e  p e r io d ,  so tha t  the study w i l l  be use 
fu l  as a source book f o r  those who wish to  pursue the sub jec t  
fu r th e r .
In sponsor ing Maine Becomes a S ta te3 the Maine H i s t o r i c a l  
S oc ie ty  has committed i t s e l f  to  a s i z e a b l e  sum which i s  not 
par t  o f  the p u b l i c a t io n s  budget f o r  t h i s  yea r .  Since the book 
was so p e r t in e n t  and t im e l y ,  the Standing Committee, upon the 
s trong  recommendation o f  the P u b l ic a t io n s  Committee, f e l t  tha t  
i t  should not pass up a ra the r  e x t ra o rd in a ry  oppor tun ity  f o r  
making a c o n tr ib u t io n  to  the  Sesqu icen tenn ia l  which would be 
o f  l a s t i n g  va lue .
T h e r e fo r e ,  the Standing Committee is  appea l ing  to  the 
membership o f  the Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty  f o r  con tr ib u t ion s  
t o  help de fray  the cost  o f  sponsorship. Any c o n t r ib u t io n ,
l a r g e  or  small w i l l  be g ra te  f u l l y  r e c e iv e d  by the Treasurer  
o f  the S o c i e t y ,  and w i l l  be ,  in a ve ry  r e a l  sense, your p e r ­
sonal c o n t r ib u t io n  to  the S e sq u ic en ten n ia l . I f  each member 
o f  the S o c ie t y  were to  con tr ib u te  four d o l l a r s ,  the book 
would be w e l l  on i t s  way toward t o t a l  payment.
Sponsors should make t h e i r  checks payable t o  the S oc ie ty  
and should be sent t o : P u b l ic a t io n s  Committee Chairman
Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  
785 Congress S t r e e t  
Po r t la n d ,  Maine 0 7 l l l
In a d d i t ion  to  Dr. Banks1 book , the S oc ie ty  i s  sponsor­
ing  as pa r t  o f  the S e s q u ic e n t e n n ia l , i t s  f i r s t  P r i z e  Essay 
Contest which has been announced p r e v io u s ly .  Th is ,  we f e e l ,  
by g i v in g  encouragement t o  the study o f  Maine h i s t o r y  by pro­
v id in g  a p r i z e  and a p u b l i c a t i o n  o u t l e t ,  w i l l  he lp  in our 
e f f o r t s  to  make Maine h i s t o r y  a v a i l a b l e , long  a f t e r  the 
Sesqu icen tenn ia l  i s  f o r g o t t e n .
A s p e c i a l  e x h ib i t  e n t i t l e d ,  "Steps to  S ta teh ood , "  c o ve r ­
ing  the p e r io d  1785 to  1820 is  be ing  planned f o r  the S oc ie ty  
b u i ld in g .  Accompanied by an i l l u s t r a t e d  brochure,  the e x h ib i t  
w i l l  open on May f i f t e e n t h ,  t o  c o in c id e  w ith  the opening o f  
the  Wadsworth-Longfe l low House.
Nominating Committee: In accordance w ith  A r t i c l e  f o u r ,  
Sect ion  one" o f  the 1969 Bylaws, P res iden t  Robert G. A lb ion  
has appo in ted  the f o l l o w in g  persons to  serve on the Nominating 
Committee f o r  e l e c t i o n  o f  Standing Committee at the 1970 An- 
ual Meet ing: Mr. Daniel  T. Drummond, J r . ,  A t to rney  at Law, 
Miss E. Marie E s tes ,  G en ea lo g is t ,  Miss Edith L. Hary , Law 
L ib r a r i a n ,  Mr. Samuel S. S i l s b y ,  J r . , A r c h i v i s t ,  and Dr. A l i c e  
R. S tewart ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  H is to ry .
Members are reminded th a t  they are i n v i t e d  to  make sug­
g es t ion s  to  the Nominating Committee concerning t h e i r  p r e f e r ­
ences f o r  members on the Standing Committee. The on ly  q u a l i ­
f i c a t i o n  i s  that  a candidate be a member o f  the S oc ie ty  in 
good s tanding .  A l l  suggest ions  should be made as e a r l y  as 
p o s s ib l e  and no l a t e r  than May th i r t e e n t h  t o :  The Nominating 
Committee, Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  785 Congress S t r e e t ,  
P o r t la n d ,  Maine.
Furthermore, candidates f o r  membership on the Standing 
Committee may be ach ieved  by a p e t i t i o n  o f  twenty or more 
members o f  the S o c i e t y ,  f i l e d  w ith  the S ecre ta ry  o f  the 
S o c ie t y  no l a t e r  than May t h i r t e e n th .
Miss E, Marie E s tes : A f t e r  s e r v in g  the  Maine H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c ie t y  l o y a l l y  and c h e e r fu l l y  f o r  s i x t y - s i x  y e a r s ,  Miss E.
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Marie E s te s ,  r e s ign ed  her p o s i t i o n  as Re ference  L ib ra r ia n  on 
February 1, 1970- Beginning as a Hostess at the Wadsworth- 
Lon g fe l low  House in  190U, Miss Estes has he ld  s e v e ra l  p o s i ­
t ion s  w ith  the S oc ie ty  s in ce  that  t ime. As Chairman o f  the 
Membership Committee, she became known to  most members, not 
as an in va lu ab le  par t  o f  the S o c i e t y ,  but almost as Maine 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie t y  i t s e l f .
"Your re t i r em en t  i s  an event which we have long  dreaded; 
i t  l e a ve s  a most se r ious  gap in our s t a f f .  The q u a n t i t y ,  and 
even more, the q u a l i t y  o f  your long  years o f  s e r v i c e  have 
made you w e l l  n igh i n d i s p e n s i b l e , and no one can adequate ly  
f i l l  your p l a c e , 1' w rote  P re s id en t  A lb ion  on the occas ion  o f  
Miss E s t e s 1 re t i r em en t .  "Once again I  want to  t e l l  you, 
p e r so n a l ly  as w e l l  as o f f i c i a l l y ,  how very  much we s h a l l  miss 
you —  we can on ly  be thankfu l  th a t  you have been w i l l i n g  to  
be w ith  us so lo n g ,  and in  so va lu ab le  a f a s h io n . "
NEW MEMBERS
From MAINE Augusta: Anthony Douin Bangor: Mrs. Bradford 
Wellman and Gary W. Woolson B e lfa s t: Charles D. Crouchley,  Jr.  
Biddeford: Paul D. Garr iepy  Cape E liza be th : Mrs. R. A. Mac­
Donald Cumberland Center: Mrs. Gad E. Chase Falmouth: Mrs. 
Josephine H. Mirza and Mrs. Duncan P. Whittaker  H a llo w e ll:
Mr. W i l l iam  L. Vaughan Kennebunkport: Mrs. W i l l iam  B. N ick e r ­
son Lee: Fred R. D ing ley  Oakland: Mrs. C a r r o l l  R. S t in e f o r d  
Portland : Mrs. P h i l i p  Chapman, David Davidson, Mrs. Barbara B. 
King, Mrs. Robert E. L in d q u is t ,  Mrs. Kar l  R. P h i l b r i c k ,  Mrs. 
W i l l ia m  C. Smith, George L. Smyth and Roland G. Ware, Jr.  
Scarborough: Mrs. Roland B. Batche lder  South Portla n d : Richard 
Arno ld ,  Mrs. Percy  E. Fros t  and Kar l  K. Soule Thomaston: Mrs. 
Andrew Wyeth Westbrook: Mrs. Robert C. Melcher
Other States CONNECTICUT W illim a n tic : Jean A. McArthur 
FLORIDA DeLand: Mrs. R ichard C. Heaney Sarasota: George L. 
Black IDAHO Teton ia : Miss Martha F. Bradley MASSACHUSETTS 
C a r lis le :  Miss C lara E. Morse MICHIGAN D e tro it :  Mark R. 
Storms MISSOURI F la t R ive r: Mrs. Ernest E. Johnson NEW YORK 
M arcellus: Mrs. Hazel Hammond WASHINGTON S e a tt le :  Mrs. Grace 
Lewsthof
CORPORATE MEMBERS E llsw orth : The E l lsw orth  American 
Portla n d : John J, Nissen Baking Company, Maine N a t ion a l  Bank, 
Megquier & Jones Corp. and M e r r i l l  Transport Company South 
Portla n d : Bancro ft  & M art in ,  Inc.
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PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST
The Maine H is to r ic a l S ocie ty  takes 'pleasure 
in  announcing i t s  f i r s t  annual P rize  Essay Contest 
in  Maine H is to ry .
PURPOSE To encourage the study o f  Maine 
H is to ry  and t o  promote the 
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  ser ious research  
e f f o r t s  in the f i e l d .
CRITERIA O r i g i n a l i t y ,  accuracy, and 
scho la rsh ip  which shows an obvious 
use o f  source m a te r ia ls .
ELIGIBILITY Open t o  members or non-members o f  
the S o c ie t y .  Amateurs having a 
s t rong  i n t e r e s t  in Maine h i s t o r y  
as w e l l  as p r o f e s s i o n a l  h is to r ia n s  
and students in  h igher  education 
are i n v i t e d  to  en te r .  I n e l i g i b l e  
are members o f  the S t a f f  and 
Standing Committee o f  the S oc ie ty .
MANUSCRIPTS Approx imate ly  2,500 words in l e n g th ,  
t y p e w r i t t e n ,  double-spaced. P lease  
submit manuscripts t o :  D i r e c t o r ,  
Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  U85 
Congress S t r e e t ,  Po r t land ,  Maine
0U1 1 1 .
DEADLINE: May 1, 1970.
AWARDS Announcement o f  the awards w i l l  be 
made at the Annual Meet ing o f  the 
S o c ie t y  in  June, 1970. F irs t  
P r iz e :  $100 and p u b l i c a t i o n  in the 
N ew s le t t e r .  Too Honorable Mention 
Awards w i l l  c o n s is t  o f  one y e a r ’ s 
complimentary membership in the 
S o c ie t y .
THE HORSEMEN AND THE INDIANS OF MAINE
In 1869 t h i s  S oc ie ty  devoted volume one o f  the Second 
Se r ie s  Documentary H is to ry  o f  i t s  publ ished  c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  J .
G. Kohl '  s H is to ry  o f  the D iscovery  o f  the East Coast o f  North 
America p a r t i c u l a r l y  the coast  o f  Maine from the Northmen in 
990 to  the ch ar te r  o f  G i lb e r t  in  1578 and added M. D 'A ve za c 's  
l e t t e r  on the voyages o f  the Cabots. I t  was a monumental 
e f f o r t .  The volume reproduced tw en ty - th ree  maps, lUOO to  
1569 . The author was convinced th a t  the Norsemen were the 
f i r s t  Europeans to  d is co v e r  and ex p lo re  the "coas t  and coun­
t r i e s  o f  the n o r th -ea s t  o f  Amer ica , "  tha t  " the  coast  o f  Maine 
was seen and t r a v e r s e d  by the Northmen on s e v e ra l  o c c a s io n s , "  
and tha t  "From some t races  o f  the Scandinavian language found 
among the a bo r ig in es  o f  Maine, i t  would appear tha t  the 
Northmen must have t r a f f i c k e d ,  and perhaps dw e lt ,  among t h e i r  
t r i b e s . "
In 1870, B. F. DeCosta pub l ished  a c r i t i c i s m  o f  K oh l 's  
book. DeCosta, in d e t a i l ,  opposed most o f  K oh l ’ s conc lus ions 
in c lu d in g  the Norsemen coming to  Maine or having contact  w ith  
Maine Indians.
In 1891, when the S o c ie t y  pub l ished  volume two o f  the 
Second Ser ies  o f  i t s  pub l ished  c o l l e c t i o n s  i t  inc luded  Joseph 
W i l l iam son ' s p a p e r , Traces o f  the Northmen. The author w r o t e : 
"Upon a c a r e fu l  rev iew  o f  a l l  the ev idence  in the c a s e , I  
th ink  tha t  the conclus ion  must be reached tha t  the coast  o f  
Maine was at l e a s t  t em pora r i ly  occupied by the Northmen."
No wonder that  students o f  the h i s t o r y  o f  Maine Indians 
ask us i f  they should beg in  by read ing  the records o f  the 
Norse adventures in North America. The in q u i r i e s  in c reased  
a f t e r  the New York Times a r t i c l e  o f  August 10, 1969 on the 
Norse ruins in Newfoundland and on the 1963 e x p e d i t io n  which 
uncovered them.
A f t e r  c on su l t in g  Mr. V i lh ja lm u r  B ja rne r ,  Curator,  The 
Fiske I c e la n d i c  C o l l e c t i o n ,  C o rn e l l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  I  b e l i e v e  
that  i t  can be sa id  th a t  th ere  i s  no ev idence  tha t  the Norse­
men v i s i t e d  Maine or had any t r a f f i c  w ith  Maine Ind ians .
A read ing  o f  the new books suggested by Mr. B jarnar  i s  
f a s c in a t in g  but these books p ro v id e  no fu r th e r  ev idence  on 
Norse contacts  w ith  Maine Indians. The books, however, should 
be o f  primary i n t e r e s t  t o  those who would l i k e  to  know more 
about the Norse e x p lo ra t io n s  in North America. They a re :
Jones, Gwyn, The Norse A t la n t ic  Saga3 be ing  the Norse voyages 
o f  d is co v e ry  to  I c e la n d ,  Greenland, America, London, New York, 
196k. Mowat, F a r l e y ,  W e s tv ik in g T h e  Ancient Norse in  Green­
land and North America. Boston, 1965 . Magnusson, Magnus, and
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Pa lsson ,  Hermann, t r s .  The Vinland Sagas: The Norse D iscov­
ery o f  America. New York, 1966 .
Roger B. Ray
NEWS OF OTHER SOCIETIES
The Maine League o f  H is to r ic a l S o c ie tie s  and Museums has 
announced i t s  Spring Program e n t i t l e d  "A N ineteenth  Century 
Weekend" t o  be he ld  at the Shawmut Inn, Kennebunkport on May 
e igh th  and n in th .  Program f o r  the weekend fo l l o w s :
F r ida y ,  May 8 , 1970
5:00 -  R e g i s t r a t i o n  
6 ;00 -  Recept ion  
7:00 - Banquet
8:30 -  The S o c ia l  and Economic Climate in N ineteenth 
Century Maine - W illiam  B. Jordan, Jr,
Saturday, May 9, 1970
9:30 -  A r c h i t e c tu re  o f  the Greek R e v iv a l  and V ic t o r ia n  
P e r io d s ,  1830-1890 -  Abbott Lowell Cummings 
11:00 -  N ineteenth  Century I n t e r i o r  Design -  Woodwork, 
p a i n t s , f l o o r s  and windows -  Edgar D, Mayhew 
12:30 -  Lunch
2:00 -  Empire and V ic t o r ia n  Furniture  -  Joseph B u tle r
3:30 -  Panel - Some Maine examples o f  N ineteenth Cen­
tu ry  Bu i ld ings  and Furnish ings:  Earle G, 
Shettlew orth , J r . ,  Mrs. James R. Clark, Dean 
Fales
5:30 - Adj ournment
Charge f o r  the  tw en ty - fo u r  hour weekend is  $26.00 per 
p e r so n , in c lu d in g  banquet , b r e a k f a s t , luncheon, r e c e p t i o n , 
l o d g in g  (double occupancy -  s in g l e s  a v a i l a b l e  at $6.00 e x t ra  
per  person )  and attendance at  a l l  l e c tu r e s .
Reserva t ions  should be forwarded to  Mrs. Barbara Kimball ,  
117 Main S t r e e t ,  Kennebunk, Maine.
£2
U n ivers ity  o f  Maine, Orono, w i l l  ho ld  a Sesqu icentenn ia l 
Colloquium  on Monday, March 30th. The proceed ings  are open 
to  the p u b l i c .  The Schedule f o r  the Colloquium f o l l o w s :
9:30 R e g i s t r a t i o n  and Co f fee  
10:30 "P lann ing  Sesqu icen tenn ia l  A c t i v i t i e s  f o r  Summer 
1970" Panel D iscuss ion ,  Chairman: Robert V o l z ,  
P re s id en t  P e jep sco t  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  
1:30 "Resources f o r  Maine H is t o r y "  Chairman: Gerald 
M o r r i s , Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ; P a r t i c i p a n t s : 
C l i f f o r d  Shipton, American Ant iquar ian  S o c i e t y ;  
F ranc is  M. O’ B r ie n , Po r t land  
3:30 "Recent Research in Maine H is to ry :  A Report from
UM0 Graduate Students"  Chairman: A sso c ia te  P r o f e s ­
sor John Hakola, Dept, o f  H is to ry ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
Maine, Orono
"Merchants and Commerce in  Falmouth, 1770-1775"
Edwin A. C hurch i l l
"The O r ig ins  o f  the Whig Par ty  in  Maine" Thomas 
Meehan
"Maine Shipping and Sh ipbu i ld ing  During the C i v i l  
War Era" John Chapin
"The P o l i t i c a l  and Economic Career o f  F .O .J.  Smith" 
Thomas Gaffney
" I r i s h  Immigrants in Bangor, 1835-1860" James 
Mundy
5:00 Recept ion  f o r  P a r t i c ip a n t s  and Guests
8:00 "Toward a Theory o f  Maine H is to r y "  Chairman:
P ro f e s s o r  Arthur Johnson, Dept, o f  H i s t o r y ,  Uni­
v e r s i t y  o f  Maine, Orono
"Maine 's  Resources and the Nat ion "  A s s is ta n t  
P r o f e s s o r  Ronald Banks, Dept, o f  H is t o r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Maine, Orono
"Maine ' s Resources and the S ta t e "  A s s is ta n t  P r o f e s ­
sor  David Smith, Dept, o f  H is to r y ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
Maine, Orono
Comment: Dr. Robert York, S tate  H i s t o r i a n ; Dr. Ed­
ward S c h r iv e r ,  L e c tu re r  in H is to ry  and A r c h i v i s t ,  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Maine, Orono
For a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rm at ion  and r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  p le a s e  w r i t e  
t o  P r o f e s s o r  Arthur M. Johnson, 208 East Annex, U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
Maine, Orono 07773.
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